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tion activities. Looking backward at that time, I
realized to what a considerable extent this success was
due to the support and encouragement which I always
received from members of my family. I must also
mention the fine co-operation and honest, hard work
that was always done by the small group of men who
worked with me during the three years. Supervision
was unnecessary in our small shop in the arbour in
my father's garden. Whether I was around or not the
work would proceed as efficiently and quickly as was
humanly possible. Besides doing actual work, this
group as well as a few of my friends, enthusiasts
of aviation, participated actively in the solution of
current problems and in the overcoming of various
and numerous obstacles. Without this loyal and en-
thusiastic support, the S-6-A could hardly have become
a reality. All the six men who formed my "per-
manent personnel " accepted my invitation to move to
Petrograd. Most of them remained there for several
years and eventually became foremen.
Easter vacation I spent with my family in Kiev,
ready to leave in a few days for my new place of work.
It was a great relief to think that the financial burden
of my work was finally removed. During this first
period of my aviation activities, a large amount of
work had been done and two helicopters, two air-
driven sleighs and six aeroplanes were constructed and
tested. Satisfactory results were obtained from the
fifth plane, while the improved S-6 was very successful
and made possible the next step in my aviation activity.
Looking back, it astonished me that so much had been
accomplished in three years. Seldom was any industry
advanced as rapidly as aviation.